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RUSS MITCHELL, co-host: 

And welcome back. 

A search is under way for a popular Ocilla, Georgia, teacher who vanished a week ago, but so far police have little to go 
on. 

The last time anyone saw Tara Grinstead was last Saturday night when she had dinner with fellow teachers. The 
30-year-old high-school teacher and former beauty queen was reported missing on Monday when she failed to show up 
at work. 

Unidentified Man: They told me that she was not in and she had not called in, which is very unusual, and that sort of 
raised the red flag that something was amiss.  

MITCHELL: Police searched her home and found few clues except that her keys and purse were also missing. With no 
further leads to her whereabouts, the entire community has banded together to bring Tara home. 

And joining us now are Anita Gattis, the sister of the missing teacher, and Dana Wilder, a student at Irwin County High 
School. They're in Ocilla, Georgia, this morning. 

Good morning to both of you. 

DANA WILDER (Student, Irwin County High School): Good morning. 

Ms. ANITA GATTIS (Sister of Missing Teacher): Good morning. 

MITCHELL: Anita, let me begin with you. Let's talk about some of the other things police discovered at your sister's 
home. Her cell phone was in the charger. They found the clothes she was last wearing in her bedroom. Again, Anita, as 
someone who knows her very well, what does this say to you? 

Ms. GATTIS: I'm very confident that she went home after she was last seen, changed clothes. She may have gotten 
ready for bed. Her car was unlocked, which--she always locked her car. That's kind of a big mystery to all of us right 
now. 

MITCHELL: Anita, was she the kind of person to just disappear for a few days? 

Ms. GATTIS: Absolutely not. She was very focused, loved her job. She would not have left her students hanging in the 
wind like this. 

MITCHELL: Anita, let me ask you--tell me about your sister. What's she like? 
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Ms. GATTIS: Tara's a dynamite girl. I'm 14 years older than Tara. We've always had a great relationship. If you've 
ever been Tara's friend, you were her friend for life. She kept in contact with high-school friends, college friends a lot 
better than the rest of us do. 

MITCHELL: Dana Wilder, let me bring you in. You are a student at this school where Tara teaches. You last saw her a 
week ago today. Did anything about her strike you as unusual that day? 

WILDER: No, sir. She was herself Saturday, last time I saw her. She had been the best she's been in a while. She was 
beautiful. She was Tara. Her personality was fun. She was not stressed out.  

MITCHELL: And you knew her from pageants, is that correct? 

WILDER: Yes, sir, I did. 

MITCHELL: Uh-huh. How have the other students reacted to this news? 

WILDER: Well, we've actually joined together and we have a little thing called Teens For Tara and we did a lot yes-
terday for her. We had a big rivalry game last night and we painted a car the colors of the rivalry and made people pay 
to beat up the car and we made money there. 

MITCHELL: I see. 

WILDER: We also had Tailgating For Tara last night, which--a bunch of students got together and tailgated at the 
football game for Tara. We're selling shirts, as you see, that we're wearing. The teachers are making shirts left and 
right. We're sold out right now. 

MITCHELL: A lot of stuff going on. I see. 

WILDER: Yes, sir. 

MITCHELL: Anita, let me bring you in. I know you've been talking to police about this, obviously. What are they tell-
ing you about this? Do they have any idea what may have happened here? 

Ms. GATTIS: They do have some speculation. They have some really good tips that came in late yesterday afternoon 
that they're following up on. I understand they've been doing some extensive interviews repeatedly with some individu-
als. 

MITCHELL: Anita, if Tara is watching right now, what would you like to say to her? 

Ms. GATTIS: Tara, you have known me for 30 years and you know my guts and determination, and I will not rest until 
you come back home. And if you can hear this, just know that we are searching for you and we will get you back. 

MITCHELL: OK. Anita Gattis and Dana Wilder, thank you both for joining us today. We really appreciate it. 

Ms. GATTIS: Thank you so much. 

WILDER: Thank you. 

MITCHELL: And if you at home have any information about Tara Grinstead's disappearance, you can call the Geor-
gia Bureau of Investigation's tip line. That number is area code (229) 468-7494. 

Still ahead this morning, a sweet family secret that has become a Halloween tradition. 

You're watching THE SATURDAY EARLY SHOW on CBS. 
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